
 

WEST BRIDGEWATER PLANNING BOARD 

                                                                        9/4/19 

 

 

PRESENT: H. Hurley, H. Anderson, G. Stetson, A. Kinahan and J. Noyes  

 

ABSENT: None 

 

The meeting was called to order at 7:30 p.m. 

 

1.    351 & 402 Pleasant Street: 

It was expected that proponents would be at tonight’s meeting to discuss a proposed expansion at 

the above address.  Mr. Hurley reported that upon review of the plans, the Building Commissioner 

had determined that this planned expansion would be reviewed by the Zoning Board of Appeals. 

 

2.   The Farm: 

Mr. Hurley stated that he, John DeLano, Jonathan DesJardin and Scott Wiech met at the above site 

to determine the status of this subdivision with respect to roadway and drainage issues at the 

written request of Mr. DesJardin.  He noted that many of the residents have some serious concerns 

regarding the infrastructure construction and that the drainage system has been left unprotected 

during the entire process. This includes sediment forebays and the silt that has entered the system. 

Mr. DesJardin also wrote that they were seriously concerned about the abutting conservation land 

and how it has been left unprotected.  Mr. DesJardin further noted that as this project drags on, the 

residents hope to ensure that the Wetland areas are being protected and storm water is being treated 

properly.  Mr. Hurley stated that a lot of the concerns were Conservation issues.  He reported that 

they have received a seven (7) page letter signed by the residents expressing their concerns. These 

include sidewalks, curbing, paving, incomplete driveways, drainage system construction and 

debris, fencing, tree planting, ADA ramps, grading, loam seeding, hydrants and bounds.  Mr. 

Hurley stated the forebays were built wrong and they are full of debris.  He noted that the Board 

could use the letter as a punch list of what still has to be completed. The letter in its entirety was 

filed and becomes a part of the official record. 

 

Mr. Hurley stated that he spoke to the Building Commissioner and reiterated the Board’s directive 

that no permits of any kind are to be given until the subdivision has been completed and signed off 

by the Planning Board.  Mr. Stetson stated that there is still an excavator and some other heavy 

equipment on the sight but they are not being utilized.  He also stated that the septic leeching 

system has been constructed with large concrete blocks and is eight (8’) feet high in some places.  

He noted that this system backs up to Pearl Road and deer have been spotted on top of the structure 

looking down onto the subdivision.  Mr. Hurley noted that it appears that Mr. Fox just wants to get 

it done and get out.  

 

Mr. Hurley questioned why the middle road (Molly Road) is deteriorating. Mr. Stetson stated that it 

was because of improper compaction and should be re-done.  Mr. Anderson noted that when he 

visited the site, there was also a lot of debris in the catch basins. 

 

It was reported that the final house has been put up for sale for more than six hundred thousand 

($600,000) dollars.  Mr. Hurley stated that Mr. Fox will be looking for an occupancy permit at 

some point and will have to come before them.  He reminded the Board that there is a twenty (20’) 
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foot swale that was supposed to be constructed along the perimeter from the water tank to beyond 

the septic field that has still not been done.  Mr. Hurley stated that hopefully they can get Mr. Fox 

to finish up with the subdivision.  Mr. Stetson noted that if there is a buyer for the last lot they will 

not be happy if they have to wait for months for their occupancy permit. 

 

Mr. Hurley stated that the Board is only concerned with the roadway construction and the rest is 

under the jurisdiction of the Conservation Commission.  Mr. Stetson noted that one of the owners 

has finished up his property’s landscaping on his own. The same resident and his son are taking 

care of mowing both areas near the tank and at the entrance to the subdivision.  

  

3.   Luke Estates: 

Mr. Stetson reported that the construction was moving right along. Mr. Anderson stated that had 

visited the site on Sunday night and that the footings were ready for two (2) of the foundations.   

He noted that once that was done they could get the concrete in.  Mr. Stetson stated that he was 

concerned that the pipes may back up.  He noted that each lot has a different contractor.  Mr. 

Anderson noted that Mr. Endruinas was helping out some of the owners. He also noted that some 

of the houses would have walkout basements. Mr. Stetson stated that after the recent heavy rain, 

there was water where there was never any water before. A brief discussion was held regarding the 

drainage in relation to the concrete.  Mr. Hurley noted that one of the houses was being built very 

low on the lot which could cause some water problems.   

 

4.  Meadow Spring Drive: 

Jacobs Driscoll Engineering submitted street acceptance and as-built plans for review. The intent of 

the submittal was to begin the process to accept the road and release the surety being held by the 

Town.  It was noted that this approval was begun a very long time ago. Mr. Hurley suggested that 

due to the time lapse they should begin the process again. It was noted that there was a problem 

with the roadway description on the former deed and that no new deed has been submitted. Mr. 

Hurley stated that he would ask for a corrected deed.    

 

A Public Hearing will be held on Wednesday, October 16, 2019 at 8:00 p.m. in the 

MacDonald-Brown conference room in Town Hall.  Notices will be published in the Enterprise 

newspaper on 9/24/19 and 10/1/19.  

 

5.   Pearl Road: 
Mr. Hurley reported that he got a letter from Town Attorney, David Gay, regarding the Town’s 

acceptance of Pearl Road.  Attorney Gay offered his legal opinion that the Planning Board, Board 

of Selectmen and Moderator, Jason Ross, were in fact compliant with the law. While the Planning 

Board originally approved this subdivision road to be a private way, they removed that condition 

which then made Pearl Road eligible for consideration as a potential public way without running 

afoul of any conditions imposed by the Board. It was noted that the Board had required that the 

roadway be constructed to the same standard as a road intended to be accepted as a public way 

under the Subdivision Rules and Regulations.  Attorney Gay also noted that the Planning Board has  
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the exclusive authority to “lay out” subdivision ways and the selectmen cannot modify such 

layouts.  He also noted that the proper notice was given, and the roadway was accepted, recorded 

and voted for at Town Meeting.  Attorney Gay ruled that based on the above, the vote to accept 

Pearl Road was a valid action of the Town and sufficient to accept it as a public way.  The letter in 

its entirety was placed on file and becomes a part of the record.  

 

6.    Shaw’s Plaza: 

Mr. Hurley reported that he had received an email from Board of Health Agent, Rob Casper 

regarding his wish to close the access road that runs behind the plaza due to it being a public safety 

issue and public health concern. Mr. Casper noted that he had ordered that the blockages and clean-

up be addressed several times and it still has not been resolved.  He further noted that he spoke 

with the co-owner, Michael Levin, who had plans to block the access road this past weekend, but 

he was told by his business partner that the road could not be blocked. 

 

Mr. Hurley stated that he responded to Mr. Casper’s concerns.  He stated that when Shaw’s rebuilt 

and reconfigured the parking lot, part of the approval was that the access road be cleaned and brush 

cut back so it would not infringe on the roadway. He further stated that the Board wanted it to 

remain open for emergency access by the Police and Fire Departments, and a convenience for 

customers using the stores.  Mr. Hurley stated that he had spoken with Building Commissioner, 

Michael White, and a representative of Key Point, who would like to add additional stores. He 

reiterated the Board’s position that no approvals are to be given until the area is cleaned up. He also 

suggested that security cameras be installed and monitored.  He noted that blocking the access was 

just a lazy way to not have to clean it up and save them some money. 

 

Mr. Stetson stated that the Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) would come in and put 

up cameras, determine who is doing the dumping, go and find them and prosecute them.  He noted 

that the fines would be extensive.  He also noted that if they (DEP) find any hazardous materials it 

would be even higher fines and then they would have to clean that up as well.  Mr. Anderson asked 

whether anyone could build along the access road. Mr. Hurley stated that it could not be because it 

is not a subdivision and does not meet the requirements for a public road.  He stated that it would 

have to be brought up to the subdivision rules for a roadway. He noted that, at best, it is just one 

long driveway right now.  Mr. Hurley stated that he would review the conditions of approval for 

this access road and then forward it to the current owners.   

 

7.    Vit’s Way: 

Mr. Stetson reported that he had visited the Enterprise Rent-a Car business at the above site. He 

stated that proponents have brought in a lot of fill.  He noted that the fill is about four (4’) feet 

above the road level.  He further noted that the fill contains reprocessed materials, shingles, glass 

etc.  Mr. Stetson stated that he was not sure where this fill was coming from only that it is 

somewhere south of West Bridgewater. He further stated that he would keep an eye on this site. 

 

8.    Calendar: 

The Board reviewed a draft of the meeting calendar for the end of 2109 and all of 2020.  It was 

noted that the only meeting date cancelled was for January 1, 2020.  The Board had no issues with 

any of the meeting dates.  Copies will be made, posted and distributed to all of the town boards and 

the Town Clerk.  

         continued: 



West Bridgewater Planning Board 

Minutes of 9/4/19 

Page 4 

 

9.   Employee Appreciation: 
Mr. Hurley informed the Board that the 10th Annual Employee Appreciation Cookout will be held 

on Friday, September 20th at the Council on Aging at 12:00 noon.  He noted that the Selectmen are 

covering the cost.  Mr. Hurley and Mr. Kinahan plan to attend.     

 

10.   Subdivision updates: 

  

B.C. Way: 

The Board is still waiting for paperwork to be submitted to request acceptance of the 

subdivision and the release of the surety.  

 

Elm Terrace: 
The Board is still waiting for paperwork to be submitted to request acceptance of the 

subdivision and the release of the surety.  

 

Green Meadows:   

No further updates as to the DPW review of the roadways.      

  

Lamp Post Estates: 

It was noted that there has been nothing started on this subdivision.  It was reported that one 

of the owners came in to get the form for the Covenant since it was not filed with the 

original submittal.  It has not been submitted.   

    

11.   MAIL: 

Brockton Planning Board public hearing 9/3/19, re: ordinance amendments.  

E. Bridgewater ZBA decision, re: special permit, 494 N. Bedford Street, granted. 

E. Bridgewater ZBA decision, re: variance, Plymouth Street, granted with conditions. 

Easton ZBA decision, re: special permit, 338 Howard Street, granted.   

Easton ZBA public hearing 9/17/19, re: variance, 65 Belmont Street. 

Raynham ZBA public hearing 9/5/19, re: site plan, 883 Broadway. 

Board of Assessors’ minutes of 4/3/19, 5/5/19, 7/4/19 and 8/7/19. 

Expense Control report of 8/28/19. 

Expense Ledger report of 8/28/19.  

OCPC Invitation to celebrate the retirement of Pasquale “Pat” Ciaramella. 

OCPC minutes of 6/6/19 and 6/26/19 and agenda for 8/28/19 and 9/5/19. 

 

12.   A Motion (HA) was made to pay the secretary payroll. Second (AK).  

        Vote:  Unanimous. 

         

13.   The minutes of 8/21/19 were accepted and filed. 

 

14.   The meeting was adjourned at 8:35 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Donna M. Cotter, 

Secretary 


